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working classes, who, confused by Soviet propaganda
since the Soviet-German agreement, believed it was better
that Hitler should win than that a " plutocratic Govern-
ment" should remain. France had rallied to fight
Hitler, but defeat had led to disintegration again, and,
at the eleventh hour, she became once more a nation
divided against herself, broken up into individualist
groups pulling different ways. This was well exploited
by German agents, by people who appeared to be
respectable members of society. It was this background
which made it so dangerous to have men like P6tain,
Baudouin and Prouvost in the Government. It was
Paul Baudouin who announced that France would fight
to the bitter end if the German terms proved to be dis-
honourable, and then accepted those terms. It is doubt-
ful whether he ever intended to let France fight, what-
ever the terms. It was Baudouin who stated, as Foreign
Minister, that it was only because of pressure from
England that France had stood in the way of Germany
having a free hand in Central and Eastern Europe; he
even suggested that it was thanks to England that diffi-
culties had been made about Germany taking C2echo-
slovakk. Baudouin, who had been little known until
he became Foreign Minister, wielded considerable power
in the Cabinet during the " capitulation " period. He
had been a Director of the Bank of France, Director-
General of the Bank of Indo-China and Director of a
Eranco-ItaJian salt trust. This last had given him the
excuse to pay frequent visits to Italy, where he went as
a Laval agent to find out what possibilities there were of